Winlink Basics

Initial setup

Winlink can be installed on Microsoft-supported 32- or 64-bit Windows OS, including Windows 7, 8, 10,
and 11. Winlink can also be installed on other operating systems by using additional software but that
will not be discussed here.

Go to https://downloads.winlink.org/User%20Programs/ and download these two files:

® Winlink_Express_install_1-8-4-0.zip

e README_Software_Install_Instructions.txt
Note that the software version number embedded in the file name may be different from the example
shown here.

Carefully follow each step of the Winlink Express installation instructions, starting with the
README_Software_Install_Instructions.txt file.

After you have installed Winlink and created an account (be sure to set a password for your account and
write it down), we recommend sending and receiving a few messages in a Telnet session, before trying to
use Winlink with a radio. After your account has been created using Winlink Express you can also access
it here: https://winlink.org/user

To check and adjust the sound device settings in Windows, access the sound control panel by pressing
the <Windows Key> + r, then enter “mmsys.cpl” in the popup dialog box. Turn off all enhancements,
AGC, etc. in Properties on the Playback and Recording entries for your radio sound interface. It’s also
useful to change the device name in the General properties tab to something specific to your hardware
(for example, change Speaker to Yaesu or the like).

To use Winlink with VARA on HF or VHF and UHF bands, go to
https://downloads.winlink.org/VARA%20Products/ and download either or both versions as needed.

e For VHF/UHF download this file: “VARA HF v4.9.0 setup.zip”

e For HF download this file: “VARA Products/VARA HF%20v4.9.0 setup.zip”
Note that the software version numbers embedded in the file names may be different from the examples

shown here.
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Additional resources

The Help information built into Winlink Express can be quite useful.
The Winlink website has additional in-depth information:
https://winlink.org/content/winlink_book knowledge

These youtube instructional videos have some great information:
https://www.youtube.com/@WaveTalkers

Here’s a good resource for practicing with Winlink:
https://emcomme-training.org/Winlink Thursdays.html

This page lists several Lane County area Winlink access points for packet and VARA, but the most reliable
reference is the Channel Selection tool available in the menu bar of a Winlink connection session.
https://groups.io/g/packethackers/topic/lane_county packet_system/80166486
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